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EDWARD E. DREW MIDDLE SCHOOL 
“HOME OF THE RAMS” 

 
501 Cambridge Street, Falmouth, Virginia 22405 

Robin Lloyd, Principal 
Chris Pendergraft, Assistant Principal 

Telephone:  540-371-1415 Fax:  540-371-1447 
Website: dms.staffordschools.net 

 

 

August/September 2018 
 

Principal’s Message 
 

Welcome back to a new school year!  

 

It is with great honor and excitement that I introduce myself, Robin Lloyd, as the new Principal at Drew 

Middle School.  My passion for education and supporting the success of all students has guided me over 

the past 18 years as an educator, assistant principal and principal in Stafford.  In each of my roles, I have 

sought to ensure the success of each student and the school, by providing the best instructional and 

extracurricular opportunities and supports possible.  Similarly, it is priority number one for me to ensure 

that every student at Drew receives a world class education.  

In addition, we are enthusiastic about the arrival of our new Superintendent, Dr. Scott Kizner, from 

Harrisonburg City Schools.  He has had more than 18 years of experience as a school superintendent. 

Prior to coming to Harrisonburg, Dr. Kizner served six years as the Superintendent of the Martinsville 

City Public Schools following a five-year term as Superintendent of the Westerly, Rhode Island Public 

Schools.  Dr. Kizner holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Baruch College, a Master of Arts degree from 

James Madison University, an Education Specialist degree from James Madison University, and a 

Doctor of Philosophy degree from Virginia Tech. In addition, Dr. Kizner has completed post-doctoral 

requirements in educational leadership at the University of Virginia.  Drew Middle School welcomes Dr. 

Kizner!  

 

 

Drew Middle School’s Mission Statement 

The Drew Middle School Community promotes academic growth and achievement for a diverse population 

by providing positive engaging learning opportunities in a safe, welcoming environment.  Drew Middle 

School values individual needs and backgrounds, learning with compassion and care, and high expectations 

for students, staff, parents, and the community.  

http://www.gms.staffordschools.net/
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We also have new staff members that will be joining us this year.  They are:   

 Debra McLaughlin  6th Grade English 

 Cheryl Ward   Diagnostician 

 Keri Corsano   6th English/Social Studies 

 Teleha Parker   Nurse 

 Alyxis Reeder   6th Grade Math  

 Laura Baker   Math Specialist 

 Mobeena Murad   ESOL Teacher 

 Katie Gnadt   Technology Education 

 Amber Douberly   Special Education 

 Logan Fellenstein  Orchestra /Chorus 

 Ryan Stevenson   Life Science 

 Zachary Ford   Civics 

 Heather Freeman   7th Grade English 

 Lisa Garcia                               Counseling Director 

 Shawn Addo    Part time Counselor 

 David Coppage   Geometry 

 Elizabeth Carafiol  German 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to another incredible year at Drew Middle School.  Besides a full and 

robust academic program, we have planned many activities to enrich student experiences.  By 

participating in school activities, you will have opportunities to experience RAM PRIDE, and have a 

successful school year.  Drew’s annual Open House will be held on August 29th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 

p.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. respectively.  At Open House, parents can meet their student’s 

homeroom teacher, join the PTO, pay for PE uniforms, replenish student lunch accounts, and parents 

will be able to sign in to Synergy’s Parentvue.  Parking is extremely limited at this event, so please 

consider car-pooling and if you can come sooner you will not feel as rushed. 

We are committed to ensuring that students reach their full academic and social potential by 

participating in the full range of subjects from English, mathematics, science, history, and physical 

education to the many elective courses such as chorus, band, orchestra, drama, art, keyboarding, Family 

and Consumer science.   

We are proud of our school’s tradition of excellence.  Students are engaged in rigorous classes that 

educate them for high school programs and beyond.  Our students are empowered to communicate 

effectively, work collaboratively, excel in critical thinking and creativity, practice good citizenship, and 

wellness. 

The incredible DMS staff and I look forward to working with you and your child(ren) during the 

upcoming school year.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions, concerns, 

and ideas that you would like to discuss.    
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Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

 

Kind regards,  

Robin Lloyd, Principal 

 

********************************************************************************   

 

 

Open House 

Our Open House this year is on Wednesday, August 29th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 pm and 4:30 pm to 6:30 

p.m.  This is an opportunity for parents to help their children get a head start on the school year.  You 

will be able to meet your student’s homeroom teacher, have the opportunity to join the PTA, pay for PE 

uniforms, replenish student lunch accounts, purchase a yearbook, and more.  Parking is extremely 

limited at this event, so please consider car-pooling with another family if possible.  

 

Class Schedule 

We will continue with our Intervention and Enrichment schedule (I&E).  We believe that this format 

supports student achievement in the classroom and on their respective SOL tests.  We have dedicated 30 

minutes a day 5 times a week for the remediation, re-teaching and enrichment of the curriculum.  As for 

our daily routine, we will continue with our block alternating day schedule. The various grade levels’ 

daily time allotments are as follows: 

 

8th Grade:  

English every day for approx. 78 + minutes 

Advanced English and Spanish/French every other day for approx. 78+ minutes 

Math every day for approx. 78 + minutes 

Science and World Geography every other day for approx. 78 + minutes 

Electives/PE every other day for approx. 78 + minutes 

 

7th Grade: 

English every day for approx. 78 + minutes 

Math every day for approx. 78 + minutes  

Science and Civics every other day for approx. 78 + minutes 

Electives/PE every other day for approx. 78 + minutes 

 

6th Grade: 

English every day for approx. 78 + minutes 

Math every day for approx. 78 + minutes  

Science and History every other day for approx. 78 + minutes 

PE/Health every day (split block) 

Exploratory and/or Elective every day (split block) 
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Sports 

We have three Fall Sports: football, field hockey, and volleyball.  Tryouts for the teams will begin the 

second day of school, and with the exception of football, sixth grade students are allowed to try out for 

school teams.  ALL students must have a completed physical turned in to their respective coach prior to 

stepping onto the field. There is no exception to this requirement. Virginia High School League physical 

forms may be found on our school’s website under the Find it Fast Link/Forms and at vhsl.org. In 

addition, parents of student athletes will receive information about a mandatory meeting with coaches 

that will review expectations for participation for our students as well as information pertaining to 

medical issues such as concussions.  All students have the opportunity to participate in our “before 

and/or after school” intramural program. 

 

First Day of School 

The first day of school will be Tuesday, September 4th.  Students should arrive at school no later than 

8:15 a.m. so that they are in their homeroom class and seated by 8:20 a.m.  Students are allowed to enter 

into the building starting at 7:50 a.m. but not before. For safety reasons, car riders are to be dropped off 

on the side of the building – not on the bus ramp (there are signs posted to clearly mark the path). We 

ask parents to allow their child (ren) to go to homerooms on their own so they may become acclimated 

on the very first day of school.  School dismissal is at 2:50 p.m. and car riders are to be picked up on the 

side of the building where they were dropped off in the morning.   

 

On the first day of school, students will receive a great deal of information during homeroom.  This 

includes Code of Conduct, Dress Code, Transportation information, Free/Reduced Lunch Application, 

Clinic procedures, and Counseling and Attendance information.  It is imperative that you take time to 

read and discuss these very important documents with your child.  By doing this, both you and your 

child will become familiar with expectations set forth by Stafford County Public Schools, and the 

consequences that will be used in enforcing those expectations.  After you have reviewed this 

information, you will need to sign some documents online. We encourage the documents to be 

completed online if possible. If you do not have access to a computer or wireless device, we would be 

happy to provide you with hard copies of all of the necessary forms for you to complete.   

 

Student Agenda 

One of the best ways to learn about our school is to review the 2018-2019 Student Agenda.  Every 

student attending Drew Middle School will receive an agenda.  Within the Student Agenda, you will 

find valuable information on assemblies, student attendance, tardy policies, our Anti-Bullying program, 

bus information, a description of our nursing faculty and her responsibilities, games, clubs, 

extracurricular and intramural sports, avenues for parent communication with the school, computer and 

technology use/guidelines, including bringing your own technology device, counseling services offered, 

student behavior expectations and discipline, the ’18-’19 SCPS Student Code of Conduct, student dress, 

emergency drills, student lockers and valuables, food & nutrition, passes, grading practices, school 

closings and inclement weather, our Schoolwires website (dms.staffordschools.net), our online Synergy 

grade access system, SRO responsibilities, student valuables, textbooks, visitor check-in,  along with 

Tips for Students and Parents.  In addition to our Student Agenda, every teacher will provide students 

with a handout (i.e., syllabus, class rules, policies, etc.) to clarify their daily routines and instructional 

directions.  Please pay particular attention to our middle school cell phone and dress code policies. 
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Student Recognition  

There will be several opportunities to be recognized at Drew Middle School.  Once a quarter we will 

honor those students that earn As that quarter.  At the end of the year students will also be recognized 

for their academic excellence all year by earning all As, As and Bs, academic improvement, etc.  

Attendance will be rewarded at the end of the year with the Perfect Attendance Award.  There will other 

opportunities to honor and recognize our students who meet and exceed the expectations set by your 

child’s teachers, coaches, and sponsors.   

 

PE Uniforms 

Students will be required to dress in appropriate attire to participate in physical activity. Students (7th 

and 8th grade) have the option to purchase a school Physical Education uniform or provide appropriate 

attire of their own (e.g., t-shirts, shorts, sweat pants, athletic shoes, socks, sweatshirts). In order to 

maintain proper hygiene, a change of clothes will be required for Physical Education class (7th and 8th 

grade students only).  Student-provided physical education clothing must comply with the county dress 

code. In order to prevent students from competing for the most expensive athletic workout clothes, 

suggested physical education attire should include apparel that closely matches the color and style of the 

school P.E. uniform (i.e., a basic t-shirt and shorts with a 5-inch or 7-inch inseam).  Socks and proper 

athletic shoes will also be required for safe participation in physical activity.  

 

 

PTO 

Please consider joining our Parent Teacher Organization and our school volunteer program as our 

students can greatly benefit from your involvement and contributions to the school’s program and its 

operations.  We seek volunteers to help us with teacher-led instructional activities, reading with children 

who need extra help, school-wide and student recognition events, just to name a few.  If you have any 

questions on how you can support our school please feel free to contact us 

 

 

School Meals.  The price of school meals has increased for the 2018-2019 school year.  Middle school 

prices are as follows:   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast: Students - $1.45, Adults - $1.85 

Lunch:  Students - $2.90, Adults - $3.55 

Milk  - .50 
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Traffic Pattern 

 
  
AM Drop off- Students may not enter DMS until 7:50am.  The drop off location is on the 

south side of the building (note the arrow).  The line begins at the gate and will loop 

through faculty parking. Do not drive through the bus loop. 

 

 
 
PM Pick up- Enter as you did for drop off. However please pull through the gate and 

loop around facing Rt 1.  Stop just outside the gate (note the arrow).Students will exit 

the same door they entered.    All other vehicles will make a large loop in the back 

parking lot. 
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Transportation.  Bus route information can be found on Versatrans e-link On-line Bus Route System.  

Versatrans e-Link service allows registered students and their families to find their bus stop location, bus 

number and pick-up and drop-off times.  This service gives parents/guardians the availability to locate 

the most up to date and accurate information regarding their student(s) school bus.  

Click on the bus to access the Versatrans e-Link System. 

● Insert your street address. 

● Select all schools for pertinent address or an individual school. 

If you are unable to locate your street on our new Versatrans e-Link service, please contact the 

Transportation Services Office at (540) 373-6095 

 

Calendar of Events 
August 

29 Open House for all 2:00-4:00 p.m. and 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

 

September 

3 Labor Day Holiday 

4 First Day of School for Students 

5 Football (7th & 8th grades only), Field Hockey and Volleyball Try Outs for all grades 

11 Patriot Day 

 School Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Bandy Complex 

14         Back to School Dance 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

18 Back to School Night – 6th Grade 

19 Fall Sports Pictures 3:00 p.m. 

20 Back to School Night – 7th and 8th Grades 

24 Field Hockey @ HHP/Volleyball vs HHP  

25 Band Spirit Night @ Chipotle 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

 School Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Bandy Complex 

26 Football v. DSMS  

27 Volleyball @ SMS 

28 Field Hockey vs SMS 

 

2018-2019 Report Card Schedules 
 

Interim  
Report 

End of  
Quarter 

Report  
Cards 

October 3 November 5 November 14 

December 13 January 28 February 6 

March 1 April 4 April 12 

May 9 June 14 June 21 (mailed) 
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Drew Middle School’s Website/Schoolwires 
 

In the last couple of years, Stafford County Public Schools launched a new district wide web host 
called Schoolwires. Schoolwires is a communication link between parent, student, and teacher 
that can have an immediate impact.  It allows teachers to effectively manage the class and enables 
parents to take a proactive role in their children’s education.  Drew’s web address is:  
http://dms.staffordschools.net 
 
In addition, Synergy, our student information system, provides online access to student 
information.  It is an online link between students, teachers and parents for grading and 
communication.  All middle and high school students will have access to their grades for each 
assignment that counts toward their class average. This will help students track their own 
performance and keep up with their assignments. Teachers will update their gradebooks at least 
once.    
 
All students will have a log-in to SYNERGY.  Parents that have registered for Synergy will continue 
to use the same log-in information from last year. If parents of middle and high school students 
have not previously signed up for a Synergy log-in, they may register at any time.  That will give 
them access to their student’s class pages and assignments. Synergy log-in information must be 
obtained from the school. 
 
Newsletter by Schoolwires – In an attempt to save costly paper and postage charges, we will 
continue to post our newsletter on our website.  In the Schoolwires registration process, parents 
will have the opportunity to provide the school with an email address.  The newsletter will then be 
sent out by email.  (If you do not have a computer and/or prefer a paper copy of the newsletter, 
please fill out the enclosed form and return it to Drew Middle School with your student.  The 
newsletter will be sent home with your child.) 
 

 
Newsletter 

Student Name: _________________________________________ 
Grade: ____   Homeroom Teacher: _________________________ 
Parent Name: __________________________________________ 

**Newsletter will be sent home with the student**  

http://dms.staffordschools.net/
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News from the Nurse 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Rising Sixth Grade Students: 

 

The Code of Virginia requires that all sixth grade students receive a booster tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis 

(Tdap) vaccine prior to entering middle school.  Students without the required immunizations are not 

allowed to attend school in Virginia until enrollment requirements are met.   

 

Prior to the first day of school, September 4, 2018, you are required to provide written documentation to 

your child’s middle school that he/she had a Tdap booster.  Documentation can be brought to the 

elementary school nurse before the end of the 5th grade year, and will be sent to the middle school with 

your student’s health record.  Immunization records must show the month, day, and year of vaccines 

received as well as signature/stamp of health care provider.   

 

➢ The two most common Tdap vaccine preparations are Adacel and Boostrix; both are approved for 

student’s age 10 years and older.  If your health care provider does not have the Tdap vaccine 

available please contact the Stafford County Health Department.  
 

➢ If your student’s physician believes there is a reason to delay giving the Tdap booster they must 

write a medical exemption on The School Entrance Health Form, Section II (MCH-213G). Tdap 

is not a series, and therefore students cannot be conditionally enrolled.  
 

The Tdap vaccine and any other immunizations mandated by law can be obtained free of charge at the 

Stafford County Health Department, 1300 Courthouse Road, Stafford VA 22554;  

(540) 659-3101. Walk-In Immunization clinics are held every Friday from 8:00 a.m. until noon, no 

appointment is needed.  Please bring your child’s immunization record with you if possible. 

 

Please call your physician/healthcare provider or the Health Department if you have questions 

about this vaccine.  More information and forms can be found on the Stafford County Web site 

under the Parent Section, “Registering Your Child for School”: http://stafford.schoolfusion.us/ 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this matter.    We are looking forward to 
working with you and your child in the upcoming school year. 
 
 
 
 

  

http://stafford.schoolfusion.us/
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Online School Management Systems, Inc. 
 

Stafford County Public Schools has partnered with Online School Management Systems, Inc., to 
implement OSP, an online credit/debit card payment system for a slight fee.  OSP enables 
registered parents, guardians, and other purchasers the convenience of paying online for School 
Activity Fund fees/items, such as PE uniforms, yearbooks, etc.  Please go to the link below to pay 
for student fees and avoid the long lines at Open House!  (This link is also accessible on Drew’s 
Homepage under the Quick Access Links) 
 
Link:  http://osp.osmsinc.com/staffordva/default.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://osp.osmsinc.com/staffordva/default.aspx
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Drew Middle School Supply Lists 
 

 

*Please be aware there may be additional items required by specific individual teachers  

 

6th Grade 
 

 

2 dozen No. 2 pencils 

2 pack college-ruled loose-leaf Paper 

2 boxes of tissues 

1 small bottle of white liquid glue 

1 small hand sanitizer 

* All students need a zippered pencil 

pouch.  
Supplies to keep in pencil pouch all year: 

1 pack colored pencils 

1 small bottle of white liquid glue 

1 small pair of scissors 

1 highlighter 

3 pencils with erasers 
**This is a basic list. Specific teachers might require 

additional items! 
 

7th Grade 
 

Please bring the following during Open House 

and give to 1X Homeroom teacher: 

2 dozen No. 2 Pencils 

1 pack college-ruled loose-leaf Paper 

1 pack of dry erase markers 

1 pack of colored pencils 

3 boxes of tissues 

* All students need a zippered pencil 

pouch.  
**This is a basic list. Specific teachers might require 

additional items! 
 

8th Grade 
 

Please bring the following during Open House and give to 1X Homeroom teacher: 

3 dozen No. 2 Pencils 

1 pack college-ruled loose-leaf Paper 

1 pack of colored pencils 

2 boxes of tissues 

Hand sanitizer 

 

* All students need a zippered pencil pouch.  

**This is a basic list. Specific teachers might require additional items! 

 


